Summary
INTRODUCTION

D
uring an extensive parasitological survey, numerous specimens of parasites were collected from 90 elasmobranch fishes of the Southern coast off Brazil. Recently, several taxonomic and parasitological indices on elasmobranch parasites of Brazil have been published on nematodes (Knoff et al., 2001a) , on digeneans and acanthocephalans (Knoff et al., 2001b) , on prevalences and intensities of infections of trypanorhynch cestodes (Knoff et al., 2002) , and on otobothrioid trypanorhynch cestodes (Knoff et al., 2004) . The present paper continues this study and relates to Homeacanthoidea (Eucestoda, Trypanorhyncha) recovered from Lamnidae and Sphyrnidae. naeus, 1758) was originally described on the basis of a single plerocercoid collected from the teleost Liosaccus cutaneus from Dakar, Senegal (Dollfus, 1960) . It has subsequently been reported from the teleost Hoplostethus mediterraneus (Val., 1928) (= H. mediterraneus Cuvier, 1829) in the eastern Mediterranean (Reimer, 1975) and by Pereira Jr. (1998) in sciaenid fishes from the littoral region of the State of Rio Grande do Sul, with the addition of the new hosts, Menticirrus americanus (Linnaeus, 1758) and Umbrina canosai Berg, 1895. Adults of the species were described on the basis of specimens recovered from Sphyrna lewini also off the State of Rio Grande do Sul (São Clemente & Gomes, 1992) .
MATERIALS AND METHODS
I
n March 1999, nine elasmobranchs, four females of Isurus oxyrinchus, 165-221cm in total length (tl), and five specimens (one male, four females) of Sphyrna zygaena, 190-250 cm tl, were caught about 190 miles off the coast of the State of Santa Catarina (27°08' S -28°38' S ; 45°30' W -46°53' W) in waters approximately 25 m in depth by professional fishermen of the Kiyomã tuna fishing vessel. On board, spiral valves were collected, labelled and placed on ice before examination. Cestodes alive and dead were recovered, fixed, stained and mounted according to the technique of Amato et al. (1991) . Taxonomic classification is in accordance with Campbell and Beveridge (1994) and Palm (1999) for superfamily and generic levels, respectively. Synonymy of Nybelinia lingualis is not provided, as it is available in detail in Dollfus (1942) . Synonymy is provided for Heteronybelinia rougetcampanae, which was not treated in Dollfus (1942) . Scolex, hooks and segment measurements and terminology follow Dollfus (1942 ), Campbell & Beveridge (1994 and Palm (1999) , and the terminology of metacestodes follows Chervy (2002) . Measurements are in millimeters (mm) unless otherwise indicated as means followed by the range of variation in parentheses. In the taxonomic summaries, the total number of parasitized specimens and the infrapopulation of each host are indicated. NH refers to new hosts ; drawings were made with the aid of a drawing tube connected to a brightfield Olympus BH-2 light microscope (LM). Some specimens were observed under a LEO 435 Variable Pressure Scanning Electron Microscope (VPSEM); other samples were routinely prepared and analyzed with a JEOL Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM). Representative specimens have been deposited in the Coleção Helmintológica do Instituto Oswaldo Cruz, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (CHIOC); samples for comparison were also obtained from the CHIOC. At least one host specimen of each investigated fish species was deposited as a symbiotype sensu Brooks (1993) in the collection of the Instituto de Pesca, Santos, SP, Brazil and listed by Knoff et al. (2001b) . and metabasal regions are smaller when compared to those obtained by Dollfus (1942) , but are comparable with the data of São Clemente & Gomes (1989) and Palm (1999) . Also, the format of the scolex and the pattern of the tentacular hooks are in accordance with the figures of N. lingualis. According to Dollfus (1942) , specimens of this species posses remarkably short bulbs and the tentacular sheaths make 1-2 coils near the bulbs, as also observed by São Clemente & Gomes (1989) and Palm (1999) . The pars bothridialis, in its varying extension partially covers a small portion of the pars bulbosa at its the anterior region or may extend to its middle. Dollfus (1942) stated that this species varies in the length of the scolex and of the pars bothridialis in different hosts. Specimens of N. lingualis observed with LM and SEM, have hooklike microtriches in the grooves near the bothridial margins ; also the surface of the scolex possesses refringent filiform microtriches, as described for T. coryphaenae, N. queenslandensis and N. lingualis (Palm, 1995 (Palm, , 2000 Jones & Beveridge, 1998) . Adults of N. lingualis have been collected in Spain from Isurus oxyrinchus by Gómez Cabrera (1990) , and this is the first report of the adult form of the species from specimens captured in the Brazilian littoral waters. This report further confirms that T. coryphaenae and N. lingualis have a wide geographical distribution and low host specificity. (Pereira Jr., 1998) , from the State of Rio Grande do Sul, Brazil. Dimensions of the structures of the scolex are also similar to those of the original description, except for the diameter of the tentacles which is twice as large in the basal and metabasal regions.
RESULTS
In addition, the range of variation was larger in the basal, metabasal and distal hooks, in spite of the characteristic armatures. In the specimen examined under LM and SEM, microtriches were absent both on the scolex surface and in the grooves of the bothridial margins, in disagreement with data of Pereira Jr. (1998).
